


The Navajo Renaissance 
  

The Navajo Renaissance is a collaborative effort amongst 
the nine Former Bennett Freeze Area Chapters to reverse 

the long-standing effects of the Bennett Freeze. 



If 2014 was the Year of Preparation,  
then 2015 should be the Year of Commitment 

and 2016 should begin the Bennett Thaw. 



The Navajo-Hopi Land Commission Office has  
$1 million set aside for economic development for the 

FBFA.  This document summarizes the purpose, activities 
and intended results of an effort that will be initiated in 

2015 and extend for many years to  
reverse the effects of the Bennett Freeze  

that began in 1966 and continues to this day. 



Chapters and Districts have passed resolutions of support 
to move forward together, and to urge the release of 

funding from the Navajo-Hopi Land Commission Office for 
this purpose. 



Native Builders has teamed with Building Communities in 
order to generate the expertise and track record needed 

to complete this important work. 





Former Bennett Freeze Area   By the Numbers 

1.6 
  

Million acres affected 

9 
  

Chapters affected  

50 
  

Percent unemployment 

1,400 
  

Estimated homes needed to be repaired (2008 WH Pacific study) 

1934 
  Federal government seeks to add 234,000 acres to the Navajo 

Nation; land dispute with Hopi Tribe begins 

1966 
  

Bennett Freeze initiated in an effort to resolve land dispute 

1974   

US Congress passes Navajo and Hopi Indian Land Settlement Act 
(Act) to bring finality to the land dispute; but Bennett Freeze 
continues 

2,000 
  Homes needed just to address the current Navajo population and 

provide for younger generations 

2006 
  Signing of the Navajo-Hopi Intergovernmental Compact resolving 

litigation between the two tribes 

2009 
  President Obama repeals Section 10(f) of the Act, effectively 

lifting the Bennett Freeze 

2015 
  

Navajo Renaissance begins; planning and development initiated 

20,140 
  

Total population of area 
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